[Emergency management of chemical eye burns].
Chemical burn injury of the eye is a medical emergency that requires immediate intervention and structured ophthalmic assessment without unnecessary delay. Chemicals, alkali in particular but also acids, cause profound damage to the anatomy of the ocular surface or even deeper eye structures. The injury is potentially sight-threatening and can, in the worst cases, lead to loss of the eye. Reconstructive surgery is complex and often involves multiple surgeries but can give very good results in carefully selected cases. This article summarizes present evidence-based guidelines relevant for Swedish conditions and in use at St. Erik Eye Hospital in Stockholm.